NOURISH NEWS

‘ e » On Monday 12t May we were delighted to welcome volunteers from our Circuit churches Coffee
“ ~ Shops and Cafes to an afternoon where we gave thanks for their ministry of hospitality.

i W
- ﬂ During the afternoon there was time, over afternoon tea, to share with one another the joys of

this mln‘istry, discuss the challenges and share ideas.

A short time of worship enabled all of us to hold this ministry in prayer and reflection.

Thank you everyone for your willingness to share ideas and encourage one another. In particular it was good to hear
how seeking ways of offering missional opportunities were being developed.

POSITIVE STORIES OF MISSIONAL OUTREACH

e The Bridge Café have a supply of holding crosses which they have in the café for folk to take, they are
readily available.

e During Advent 2024 St. Andrew’s gifted blessing bags, which included a personal invitation to the Holy
Week Labyrinth Quiet Space. They also served free hot cross buns during the Walk of Witness on Good
Friday morning

e The Bridge Café and Charity Shop hold a Carol Service in the coffee shop each December.

SHARING IDEAS Ty T

e Setting up a prayer corner (St. Andrew’s)

e (Creating a “Chatty Table” (Bromsgrove)

e Table mats — psalms — (Catshill)

e Hold a service in the coffee shop e.g. The Bridge Carol Service
e Suggestions board or box for customer feedback and ideas.

e  Community engagement with PSCO’s, Councillors surgeries

Sally and Anne would like to encourage you to regularly undertake a “mini audit’ on
your core values, as part of your ongoing development of your hospitality.

Areas you might like to think about are:
Welcome

+ Is your space welcoming? It might be that you want to invite someone to visit and give you a new perspective.
What works well, what might need tweaking.

+ Do you have enough people to welcome, to chat to new customers.?

4+ What in your setting speaks of our Christian values? Does your space reflect that it a Church?

Building relationships

+ Do you have enough volunteers so that there is time to a chat with people coming along to your café, ensuring
that gentle relationships are built?
4+ When might you find opportunities to share “your story” — testimony?

Invitation

+ What opportunities coming up in the Church calendar that you can invite people to? E.g.: Bereavement Course
a faith-based activity, a service (Christmas Carol, Easter, Harvest)

4+ Think about inviting with a physical invitation.

+ If possible, make sure some of the volunteers will at the event you are inviting them to.



LOOKING AHEAD
It was great to receive your comments and also your suggestions for the future.
Comments

o Alovely supportive afternoon

e (Good to share positive ideas and to be waited on!

e Networking is the only way forward, as we need to stand together in our mission and discipleship.
e Thank you it was very good to meet those from other churches and share ideas.

o Awesome presentation — lots to think about.

e Thank you, Sally, Anne and also Sarah for serving us. God bless your work.

e Found this afternoon very useful absolutely loved talking to others and have learnt a lot of things.

Next Steps

e Investigate a pool of volunteers from across the circuit who might be willing to help at other settings
e Visit other churches coffee shops.

e Meet your ME’s. (Dates have been set across the Circuit, look out for the flyer.)

e Anannual Nourish event. (Provisionally booked for Monday 11t May 2026, venue to be confirmed)

e Exploring prayer ministry. (Topic for the Nourish event in May 2026)

Church Café’s & Coffee Shops.

e Lunch club - 1stSaturday of the month at Lickey End

e St Andrew’s — Lite Bites Coffee Shop on Weds & Fri mornings 10.00 — 2.00.
e Catshill - Coffee@CMCC Fri & Sat morning 10.00 — 12.00

e Emmanuel Church — Ecumenical Centre - Tues & Thurs 10.00 — 12.00

e Bromsgrove Methodist Church — Mon — Thurs mornings 10.30 — 12.30

Lord, we thank you for the opportunity to serve through this hospitality ministry.
May we reflect your welcoming spirit.
And loving kindness to all who come to us.
Help us to see your face in every person we meet.
And to serve with dignity and car.
Guide our hearts and minds as we seek to understand the needs of others.
And to offer practical help and support.

Remove any barriers, whether personal or situational.

That might hinder us from fully expressing your love.
And extending genuine welcome.

Bless our efforts, and may they bring comfort, connection,

And a sense of belonging to those who need it most.

We ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen.
Blessings from
Sally — Mission Enabler — Alpha Hub Anne — Mission Enabler - Omega Hub

churchcommunityandoutreach@gmail.com cowstudley@outlook.com
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