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Compiled by Rev Stephen Levett 

 

‘Advent is a season of the liturgical year observed in most denominations as a time 
of expectant waiting and preparation for both the celebration of the Nativity of 
Christ at Christmas and the return of Christ at the Second Coming. Advent is the 
beginning of the liturgical year in Western Christianity.’ At least that is what it says in 
Wikipedia, the online encyclopaedia! Whatever Advent means to us, like most things this year, 
Advent and Christmas are not going to be able to be as easily observed as it might be when 
physical gathering could be taken for granted. This does not mean Advent or Christmas need to be 
cancelled. Below are some options for engaging in Advent. It may be that there are ways of engaging 
during Advent being facilitated through your local church. If so, the following may be some bonus extras to 
consider; If not, I hope at least some are helpful in enabling you to engage with Advent. 
 

1. THE OUTWARD LOOKING OPTION 

 

#GodIsWithUs:  The 2020 Christmas Campaign of the Methodist Church 

It is fair to say we’re all a bit uncertain about what Christmas is going to be like this year – and perhaps 
we’re feeling a bit anxious about this. It's also fair to say that this year as much as ever it is critical we reach 
out to people who aren’t part of our churches. The Christmas message of Emmanuel – the good news that 
God is with us – feels perhaps more pertinent than ever before in this extraordinary year.  

 

The Methodist Church Christmas campaign for 2020 #GodIsWithUs seeks to share this good news through 
twenty-four stories of individuals and their experiences of this extraordinary year. Each day of Advent we 
will share a testimony from somebody connected to the Methodist Church reflecting on what hope has 
looked like for them this year and how they have experienced God with them.  

 

The individuals whose stories the campaign tells include those who have felt the painful effects of isolation 
this year, who have experienced extreme poverty, who have struggled with poor mental health, who have 
lost loved ones – like so many millions of others. But ultimately, incredibly, God’s loving presence radiates 
from each of them in beams of powerful hope. Hope that is so necessary for such a time as this. 

 

The campaign name, which ties in with our Presidential theme for the year, of course comes from John 
Wesley’s purported words on his death bed: ‘the best of all is, God is with us’ which reminds us that even 
in the times which feel most uncertain, we can be certain of God. Who do you know who needs to hear 
this message over the coming months?    

 

The campaign offers the following content: 
 A video released on 1st December on YouTube and shared on 

social media. This will be narrated by the 24 campaign 
participants and will simply show clips of each person. 

 Shareable social media posts every day in Advent from 
December 1st on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter - these will 
contain a quote from the story of the day alongside a photo of 
the person whose story it is. There will be 24 stories in all. 

 A website www.findingourhope.co.uk, which will feature the 
24 stories in full (Also launching 1st December) 

 Sets of postcards (A6) available for local churches to order 
(free, + P&P) The postcards have reflective questions for you to 
contemplate where God has been for you this year. (I’ve got 
some on order! 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTeKtVcU_BVasnfmWVZk1JA
https://www.facebook.com/MethodistChurchinBritain/
https://www.instagram.com/methodistchurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistGB?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
http://www.findingourhope.co.uk/


 
There is opportunity to add some local flavour to the campaign.  
What stories do you, I and we have to tell? 
Are we able to say if, how and where we have believed and found God is with us? 
Can we find ways to share our stories with each other and with others? 
 
The hope is that in the 24 stories provided at national level, and in the stories we tell that come from 
people locally, that other people might identify with these stories of hope and perhaps find hope for 
themselves; not least in The story to which many of our own stories relate and which we celebrate at 
Christmas: the coming of God to be with us in Jesus.  
 
Below are some questions which might help you begin to produce your own story of hope, along with what 
you might then do with it. 
 
What is your story?  Questions for reflection/telling your story. 

 What have been the challenges for you, and your experience of, this year? 
 How are you able to say you have experienced God With You? What difference has it made? 
 Where have you struggled to sense or see God With You? 
 What has given you hope? 
 What are your hopes for Christmas? 
 How do you think your story might help others? 

 
Options for sharing your story: 
Write your story of hope/GodWithUs and  

 send it to Barmcot.  
 And/or send it to be included in your church bulletin  
 And/or send it out in your Christmas cards.  
 And/or offer it for publishing on the Circuit website. 
 And/or offer to be filmed sharing your story for putting on out YouTube channel, either as a stand 

alone story or as part of one of our pre-recorded service. 
 
 

2. Sunday Advent Ceremony 
 
For those online the District have created a weekly Advent 
ceremony. It will be included in the weekly District Service 
and be available on our YouTube channel. 
For those not online it will available in printed form. 
(However at time of going to print it hasn’t appeared just 
yet.)  
 
There will also be a shorter Advent reading and prayer each 
week in Barmcot. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

3. The printed (or if you receive it by email, printable) weekly service sheet for use at home , 
provided by the Connexion, will include Advent appropriate material  

 



4. Joint Public Issues Team Advent materials 
 

 

Reflections for each Sunday in Advent, 
exploring stories of how God’s people have 
been working for justice and peace this year and 
how we see the God of Justice working for 
hope in our current world. 
How do we see the God of Justice as our 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace? 
How do we see the God of Justice in the stories and situations of our Church in 2020? 
What message of Hope can we hear after the year we’ve had? 
 
It is quite a decent length and an engaging read, running to some thirteen pages for the whole period. 
Therefore, I can’t include all the material here. If you would like it in print please let me (Rev Steve Levett) 
know. email:  revlev66@gmail.com  landline telephone: 01527 575017  mobile: 07505 011327). It is also 
downloadable at http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/advent2020/ 
 
5. Daily Devotion - a printed option: 

 
 

‘Life is full of unexpected twists and turns and this has been 
particularly so in 2020. 
But the most unexpected and significant event in the history of the 
world actually happened over 2000 years ago when God himself 
became one of us in the person of Jesus Christ. 
These Advent reflections, written by David Mathis, help us to lift 
our eyes to wonder of the incarnation and worship the one who 
came to save us and make our futures certain. 
Be amazed once more by the unexpected details of Jesus' unique 
birth and saving work with these short daily devotions and prayers, 
and renew your worship of our humble, generous and loving 
Saviour.’ 
 
So says the blurb about the book. Is it any good? I don’t know, I’ve 
never used it before. I liked the title and am giving it a try! 
I have nine spare copies available if anyone wants to join in using 
it with me. Get in touch to obtain a copy. First come, first served. 
My treat. (email:  revlev66@gmail.com  landline telephone: 01527 
575017  mobile: 07505 011327) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:revlev66@gmail.com
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/advent2020/
mailto:revlev66@gmail.com


6. Daily devotions - Digital options 

 
Tearfund Our present: Hope 

 

 

Join Tearfund on an Advent journey as we unwrap some hope this Christmas. 

 

Christ’s birth: the perfect present to us. 

Because of it, our present has hope. 

Because of him, our present to the world is hope. 

 

Share Advent with Tearfund as we spend a few moments each day exploring Our present: hope through 

reflections, thoughts, prayers and creative contributions from around the world. 

 

Starts Tuesday 1st December 2020. 

 

To find out more visit https://www.tearfund.org/en/about_you/resources/christmas/ 

 

There will also be a daily Advent Calendar for Churches in Redditch via Churches Together in Redditch – 
more details to follow!...  

 

There are also ways to support Action for Children and MHA which can be found in this link: 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/worship/advent-and-christmas-2020/links-to-more-christmas-and-

advent-resources/ 

 

                 
 

 
 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/worship/advent-and-christmas-2020/links-to-more-christmas-and-advent-resources/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/worship/advent-and-christmas-2020/links-to-more-christmas-and-advent-resources/

