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PRAYER:  Eternal God, as you have taught us to keep all your commandments 

by loving you and our neighbour, grant us the gift of your Spirit that we may 

be devoted to you with all our heart and united to each other with a pure will; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Ambrosian Missal (10th Century) 

BROMSGROVE NEWSLETTER SUNDAY 9th May 2021. 
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BROMSGROVE (CTiB) PRAYING FOR EACH OTHER: 

This week: Bromsgrove Methodist Centre – Rev Stephen Levett. 
 

 SUNDAY WORSHIP 10.30am 

Physically gathered Services will recommence at 10.30am on Pentecost Sun-

day, 23rd May.  

A date to look forward to even if there are still restrictions on numbers until 

June 21st. 

The Birmingham District Livestream Service no longer takes place.  Please re-

fer to Barmcot for online services over the next two weeks. There will be a 

Circuit Zoom service 16th May. 

Terry Clarke, Senior Steward. 

 

John Rhead. 

Some of you will already know that John has recently broken his fibula. He is 

presently up to his knee in a plaster cast and trying to cope with getting 

around the house for the next 5 weeks. The management team will miss his 

contribution to the weekly maintenance checks. We send our best wishes, to 

John for a speedy recovery and that he will be a patient patient, and to Irene, 

who is now the main driver.  Terry 

 
 



 

RACHEL LEATHER: Those of us who remember Rachel Leather doing her 

placement at Bromsgrove Methodist  Church while trying for the ministry 

will be delighted to hear about her testimony service to be held on Sunday 

9th May and is being live-streamed on YouTube: 

https://youtu.be/dpK29yyXNmk and her ordination is on Sunday 27th June at 

St Martin the Bull Ring, Birmingham. She is expecting it to be in person ra-

ther than online but is doubtful of being allowed to have a full church, so an-

ticipates this will be live-streamed too. We thank her for the time she spent 

with us and pray for her future as a fully-fledged minister. With Rachel’s per-

mission I pass on her email address: rachel.leather@methgodist.org.com  

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2021: There can be no House-to House collections for 

Christian Aid Week again this year – but the need is as great as ever. Dona-

tions will be gratefully received. We will be able to make envelopes available 

as the church opens again for worship on 23rd May, and those who receive a 

paper copy of the newsletter should find one enclosed this week. It is also 

possible to pan by Bank Transfer into the local Christian Aid account: Sort 

Code:30-91-36 Account No. 01141185. If you do this, please quote the ref-

erence Bromsgrove Methodist. 

There will be a Christian Aid Service on Zoom on Sunday 16th May at 

4pm,led by Rosemary Sumner, chair of the Bromsgrove Christian Aid Com-

mittee. This service is open to everyone: ID 625 582 5148 (no passcode 

needed) Sara Stanhope, CA Rep. 

THANK YOU: It has been overwhelming the love, kindness and care I have 

received from so many friends on my return home from hospital for my hip 

replacement. Cards, flowers and plants have been such an encouragement 

to me. Thank you so much. I’m on the mend and look forward to see you 

once again very soon. Sandra Deboo. 

 

ROOM LETTINGS AT THE CENTRE: 

Groups are again starting to hire rooms at the Centre. To abide by Covid-19 

social distancing and cross infection guidelines, it is essential that there are 

no casual visits to the Centre. 



Groups are at the Centre at these times: We are particularly pleased to wel-

come back Girls’ Brigade and Boys’ Brigade who are planning to meet for the 

first time in the week commencing Monday 26th April. 

In the Hall:      In Room 6: 

Monday 9.00 am till 1.00 pm.    Monday 7.00 pm till 10.00 pm.  

Monday 5.30 pm till 8.00 pm.   Tuesday 7.00 pm till 10.00 pm. 

Wednesday 5.30 pm till 9.00 pm.   Thursday 7.00 pm till 10.00 pm. 

Thursday 9.00 am till 1.00 pm.   Friday 7.00 pm til 10.00 pm. 

Sunday 2.00 pm till 6.00 pm.     

    

UNLESS YOU ARE ATTENDING ONE OF THESE MEETINGS 

PLEASE DO NOT VISIT THE CENTRE DURING THESE MEETING TIMES. 

Thank you. 

Management Committee. 

 
READING & REFLECTION: 
READING – ROMANS 12 VERSES 9 to 12 (NIV) 
Love must be sincere.  Hate what is evil, cling to what is good.  Be devoted 
to one another in brotherly love.  Honour one another above yourselves.  
Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord.  
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 
REFLECTION: 
      This reading is part of that in the lectionary for Tuesday 4th,  and, coinci-
dentally, continues the passage I referred to last week, on the subject of per-
sonal sacrifice, and the type of sacrifice that pleases God (See verse 1). 
     These few verses deal with Christian attitudes and motivation. 
     I referred last week to the occurrence of groups of three in the scriptures. 
Here we have a couple more triplets.  “Love sincerely, hate evil, embrace 
good” to paraphrase verse 9.   It follows that if we nurture a loving attitude 
towards others, we will have a strong aversion to what is evil, i.e. things or 
situations or attitudes that are bad, wicked and/or harmful to others: thereby 
colouring our dealings and relationships with all whom we meet in daily life.  
This covers prejudices,  (pride and  conceit are mentioned in verse16), and 
being judgmental.  We read that we should “cling to” what is good, as if it is 
an ethereal thing which can easily evade us.  Perhaps it means we should look 
for goodness in people, times and situations: “Every cloud has a silver lining” 



expresses the same thought – that even adversity  can be turned to something 
good.  During the pandemic, in the face of personal and national disaster, we 
learned to appreciate what we had and the relationships we enjoyed, and - 
speaking personally -  felt closer to those whom we love but had perhaps 
taken for granted before.  The challenge as we come out of the restrictions is 
to continue the closer relationships we have developed. 
     This is summed up in Paul’s next exhortation – “Be devoted to one another 
and honour one another.”   Devotion is something that is a large step beyond 
liking and affection.  It involves some personal sacrifice (that word again!), the 
giving of time, effort, and perhaps labour or even a financial consideration, 
too.   Devotion requires, often, the whole-hearted giving of oneself to some-
one else, perhaps in a case of serious illness, personal care; and it usually in-
volves putting oneself out for the sake of someone else. 
     Paul goes on with consideration of devotion to God because he comes up 
with another triplet of instructions.   Don’t lose your zeal for the Lord, keep 
your love ( or devotion  (he calls it fervour) for God, and show it by continuing 
to serve the Lord. 
Fervour is what football and (dare I say after the world championship) 
snooker fans have for their sport and their sporting heroes.  It is indeed great 
that fans are now allowed back in the sporting venues.   Fervour for the Lord 
and his service should equal, if not surpass, that which we have for  secular 
activities.  However, I fear that fourteen months of intermittent lockdowns 
has not helped even the most faithful of us. Let us soon get back to our Chris-
tian service in the church and outside of it (Church without walls).  For after 
all, are we not Christ’s lips, hands and feet, called to carry on his gospel of 
love in a troubled world ? 
     We end with another group of 3 instructions for the journey – “Be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”      
     Where there is hope there is always joy, because we know the hope comes 
from God’s reassurance of his presence with us, and that knowledge surely 
raises our happiness levels.  There is no greater love than God’s love.    But 
we were not promised that life would be a bed of roses purely because we 
have put our faith in Christ.  Afflictions of various kinds still come to us.  The 
difference is that we, unlike non-believers, have the comfort and encourage-
ment that in each and every situation, Christ through his Spirit is with us, be-
cause we need to recall, that in his sacrificial suffering and earthly life He  has 
undergone all, and more than anything with which we can be afflicted: thus 
we can find patience in our own  affliction.     Finally, the powerhouse for our 



assurance that “all will be well” is the gift of prayer - the availability of com-
munication with our Lord, at any time, in any place, in any situation.  Reminds 
me of David Kossoff, who, years ago,  had a daily radio programme of prayer, 
beginning with the words “Have you just a minute, Lord ?”  That is all it takes 
to offload our problems!       Every blessing.  John.        
          
Suggested Readings (Repentance and Return) 
Sun   09. John 15:9-17.    StF 327     Psalm 98. 
Mon 10. Amos 1:1-15.     StF 700     Psalm 126. 
Tue   11. Amos 2:1-16.     StF 720     Psalm 127. 
Wed 12. Amos 3:1-15.     StF 718     Psalm 130. 
Thu   13*. Acts 1:1-11.       StF 300     Psalm 47. 
Fri     14+. Acts 1:15-26.     StF 664     Psalm 15. 
Sat    15. Amos 4:1-13.       StF 716     Psalm 131 
 Christian Aid Week.  *Ascension Day.   +Matthias, Apostle. 
All items for inclusion in the next edition should be submitted by 9am on 
Wednesday morning to kenb740@gmail.com Thank you.    


