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Communicating Christmas 
Or 

Screen and print are good but flesh is better 
Or 

Only send someone a Christmas Card as a last resort 
 
During a sabbatical I was privileged to be able to take in 2017 I spent some 
time exploring things digital, specifically the impact of the internet and 
social media. In case you are the sort of person who has become so dumbed 
down by such instant access media that you now struggle to concentrate to 
read old fashioned printed text for more than a few paragraphs, here is 
what you need to know in one sentence:  
 

Churches without a credible presence in the digital space are 

increasingly invisible to an increasing number of people. 
 

In other words, if someone can’t find your church on the internet via a 
website, Facebook page or Twitter account they are less and less likely to 
discover you even exist. When I originally expressed these views following 
my sabbatical whilst a few people suggested they knew what I was getting 
at, and as a Circuit we took a small step by creating a new Circuit Website, 
in the main most people maybe smiled but didn’t really think or do much 
more about it. THEN CAME COVID. This required the suspension of 
physically gathered church. The unintended consequence of this is that a 
significant number of people in our churches soon discovered the value and 
potential of digital and internet-based platforms like Facebook, YouTube 
and Zoom both for their own spiritual and church life but also for engaging 
with and reaching out to others. 
 

Whilst physical gathering is once more possible I think more of us are now 
convinced that we must continue to work at being present in good ways on 
the internet and social media. Whilst there is much more that needs to be 
said than can be explored in a brief article (and not inconsiderable concerns 
about some of the less savoury aspects of social media with its tendency to 
trivia, gossip, the daring to write things you might never say to someone’s 
face etc. etc.) there is potential for some good communication and 
community through the use of things digital.  
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And yet…. 
I want to suggest a word of caution. There is a limit to how much 
communication can be achieved through dead things. At Christmas we 
celebrate that wondrous mystery summed up so well in John 1:14:  
 

‘The word became flesh and pitched his tent amongst us’. 
 

The big theological word for this is Incarnation. In God’s communication 
with humanity the Divine Being has utilised many and varied means of 
revelation of God’s nature, presence and will. Yet ultimately the most 
powerful communication and revelation came when God in Christ came 
close and amongst us. In Jesus we have this image of God who becomes 
vulnerable, gets tired, touches people, feels for and suffers with and for 
people, and it is from the authenticity of this lived experience that Jesus 
speaks his word. For God to most clearly speak God chose to get up close 
and personal. 
 

As those called to witness to the reality, revelation, truth and presence we 
receive through Jesus, the best way for the church to communicate this 
faith is itself through incarnation. We ourselves have to live it, personally 
and communally. This is a tiring, messy, at times ambiguous, emotional and 
physically exposing occupation that can leave us feeling vulnerable. But it 
has something of the way of God about it. 
 

You can only get so close to a person through the internet. You can only 
communicate so much gospel through social media, however snappy or 
visual or interactive you get. This does not only apply to the internet but 
also to more traditional tools of communication. I’m happy to argue with 
you that you will communicate even less effectively if you think the answer 
is to give someone something in print and expect it to communicate the 
fullness which we seek to share which it is about relationship with a God, 
and indwelling by a God who comes close to us in Jesus Christ and the Spirit. 
This has always been best communicated by a group of people who 
themselves enflesh the living word who became flesh. We may to some 
degree be People of The Book but more importantly we are People of the 
Word Made Flesh. 
 

Which brings me back to the sub titles of this article – if you want to wish 
someone a happy Christmas say it in their presence, with warmth and 
genuine humanity. If possible, show them Christmas through a gracious 
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deed or generous gift. This communicates the truth of God Incarnate far 
more powerfully. Only send a card if you really can’t spend time with a 
person.  But please do use the Bromsgrove Church Christmas post service if 
it is helpful!  Whatever you do, don’t send a hasty group email to everyone 
on your address list wishing them a happy Christmas – it just doesn’t cost 
you enough! 
 

To those who won’t see me over the festive season, Happy Christmas and a 
Peaceful new year.  
 

To the rest, I will greet you in person. 
Rev Steve Levett 

 
 

IN MEMORY . . . 

 
 

The following members and adherents 
have passed away since the last Forum 

was published 
 

 Sheila Howes 

 Nancie Mole 

 Muriel Ewen 

 Mavis Tryndie 

 Michael Tennyson 

 Minnie Coad 

 David Trenaman 
 

We give thanks for their lives 
and we remember their families 

in our prayers. 
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Freda Phillips Saves the Day 
 

Freda Phillips was born in Bromsgrove and lived in Bromsgrove until her 
death in 1998. Freda, her sister Amy, and their mother ran the corner store 
in the Strand, now the Aquatic Centre. Freda’s brother was a Postman, but 
sadly died young in tragic circumstances, and her father worked for the 
Police. Freda and Amy attended the Birmingham Road Methodist Chapel. 
 

At the time of her death, Freda was living in a house in Birmingham Road, 
next to the football ground. Neither Freda nor her siblings married, and 
there were no known family members that could be traced. 
 

In her Will Freda left her Estate to the Birmingham Road Chapel. By this 
time, the Chapel building had been sold and the proceeds put towards the 
purchase of the land and the building of the Bromsgrove Methodist Church 
Centre.  Eventually, after some time, the Executors to her Will (one of whom 
was Harold Harris, since deceased, a lifelong Methodist and a local preacher 
in the Bromsgrove Circuit) agreed that the Estate should go to the new 
Bromsgrove Methodist Church.  
 

The Will was worded in such a way that an Endowment Fund had to be 
created. Interest from the investment could be used by the church but the 
capital was to be held. The total of the Bequest received in 2000 was 
£54,290. 
 

A few years ago, the Charity Commission amended the laws relating to 
Endowment Funds making it easier to access the money. In 2014 application 
was made for the release of £30,000 from the Endowment Fund and in 2015 
a further £10,000 towards the redevelopment of the church leaving a 
balance of £14,290. 
 

During 2019 and 2020, the church’s finances had reached an all-time low. 
Cash was short, and we were in arrears with the circuit assessment. The 
decision was made to ‘cash in’ the remainder of the Freda Philips 
Endowment Fund (£14,290).  
 

Therefore, thanks to the late Freda Phillips and 
her generous legacy to the Bromsgrove church we 
have survived the pandemic and we can now 
continue to serve our faithful and loving God and 
the people of Bromsgrove – praise the Lord! 
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Church Finances  
and the COVID Pandemic 

 

 
The finances of the church, like so many organisations and businesses, was 
severely affected by the pandemic and the necessary lockdowns. Without 
Sunday worship regular giving fell. With the Centre closed, income from 
lettings, the coffee shop and income generation declined to zero for several 
months.  
 

The actual income figures for the twelve months ended August 2021 and 
August 2020 were as follows: 
 

       2021     2020 
 

Regular giving   £42,417   £49,720 
  

Lettings    £12,165   £21,146
    

Coffee shop   £185    £4,593 
   

Income generation  £0    £2,971 
 

Total    £54,767   £78,437 
 
Fortunately, over time more people have moved from weekly envelopes to 
giving regularly by standing order. This is a much better way of giving to the 
church because it is regular, saves Sunday morning cash counting and the 
potential risk to someone taking the cash to the bank.  
 

Expenditure was carefully monitored and reduced by reducing the hours of 
both cleaning and groundwork. The window cleaning was cancelled. The 
window cleaner very kindly cleaned the windows in time for Easter without 
charge. The hygiene services were put on hold. Savings were also made on 
lighting and heating.  
 

At the end of August 2020 our reserves were just £1,800. I am pleased to 
say that at the end of August 2021 the reserves have increased to £8,700. 
The 2020 gift aid tax reclaim (£8k) and the 2021 tax reclaim (£8.1K) were 
received together in 2021 and contributed to the enhanced reserve 
position.  
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We do need to increase the general reserves of the church in line with our 
reserves policy which says: In the event of a down-turn in income, the 
unrestricted reserve should be enough to meet the Circuit Assessment and 
utility charges for a period of six months. It is estimated this needs to be 
around £35k. We have a long way to go to meet the target. The important 
message is we have survived the pandemic thanks to the late Freda Phillips. 
 

Please consider, if you can, increasing your regular giving to the church. If 
you are a UK tax payer, please consider the Gift Aid scheme as this will 
enhance by 20% all gifts you make to the church – thank you. 
 

Sheila Sharman 
Church Treasurer 
 
 

COVID – Management’s reflections on the last 20 months 
 
Looking back over the last 20 months gives a feeling of unreality. Waves of 
strange, unusual emotions carried us through the onset of Covid and then 
onwards as the pandemic developed. Whilst management of the Centre 
had to continue, the challenges were very new.  
 
When the Centre was completely closed a team of inspectors was set up. 
This comprised Brian Henderson, John Rhead, Maurice Preece and Terry 
Clarke. The job of the inspectors was to ensure that the security of the 
building was maintained; that electric and gas appliances continued to be 
safe and that the water taps were run to ensure no build-up of Legionnaires 
Disease which can happen when water in tanks and taps is left idle for long 
periods. This team is to be thanked for faithfully and competently carrying 
out these tasks.  
 
The Church reopened for private prayer on 22nd June 2020. Prior to the 
opening, Management needed to understand and implement the Covid 
requirements and guidance set down by Government and the Methodist 
Church. This involved things like setting out the one-way system, organising 
a sign-in procedure for Track and Trace purposes and providing hand 
sanitising positions. 
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When the Church reopened for Morning Worship on 2nd August 2020 there 
were further challenges to ensure that the congregation was kept fully 
informed of the need to wear masks, to adhere to the one-way system and 
to exit the Centre immediately after Worship rather than loiter in the foyer. 
 
During the period from March 2020 to late August 2020, room hire was 
necessarily severely curtailed. When bookings restarted in late August 
2020, it was necessary for Management to meet each room hirer to 
acquaint them with our Covid requirements and to ensure that they had 
prepared their own Covid risk assessment.  
 
19th July 2021 was the Prime Minister’s “Freedom Day” and on 5th 
September 2021 our own Covid requirements were relaxed. This meant 
that the blue fabric chairs were used again, 3 aisles were reinstated for 
Sunday Worship and the chairs were placed closer together although still 
18 inches apart with 2.5 feet between each row.  
 
Face coverings were no longer obligatory but we were and still are 
encouraged to use them when moving about and when, for the first time, 
congregational singing was once again permitted. This is the situation we 
are in today. 
 
For the future, ventilation will remain important. We shall still have hand 
sanitiser stations and face coverings will still be encouraged. Although the 
one-way system has officially been abandoned, the markings are still in 
place. This is partly because they are difficult and time consuming to 
remove; also, because some groups who hire the hall have asked that they 
remain in place for the time being as it helps them with their own Covid 
guidelines. 
 
Finally, on your behalf I will thank the Management Committee and each of 
its members for keeping the Centre safe and operating throughout this long 
period. It is gratifying for Management to know that, so far as we are aware, 
the Covid pandemic has been safely and securely managed thus far and we 
look forward to the day when all our restrictions might be lifted. 
 
John Wyatt 
Chair of Management 
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CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICE 

SUNDAY 19th DECEMBER, 6.00 pm 
 

Come and enjoy your favourite well-known  
carols by candlelight. 

 

Due to COVID precautions, numbers will be 
limited.  Please notify Terry Clarke (Tel. 832955) 

if you intend to support this service 

 

HOT DRINKS AND MINCE PIES 

AT THE CENTRE 

   

Please join us for hot drinks and mince pies at the Centre on  
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 20th, 21st & 22nd December.  
  

They will be served from 10.30 am until 1.00 pm, during which  

time there will be seasonal music.  The music will be live from  

12.00 to 1.00 pm om Tuesday and Wednesday.     

 

 Come along and enjoy the festive atmosphere!   
 

                                                CHRISTMAS POST 2021  
   

Following consultation with the Stewards we are bringing back the 
Christmas post at the Centre this year.  The box will be out from 28th 
November, in the Foyer on Sundays and in the Office during the week.  
 

Last collection: December 12th, to give time for cards to be sorted and 
collected.  Please post as early as you can and only cards which people 
will be able to pick up themselves.  We sort but we don’t deliver!  
    

   As always, the post is run for the benefit of Action for 
Children – please give generously.  If you are not sending 
cards, perhaps you would like to give a donation instead. 
     

 Janet and Brian Henderson   (Post Organisers) 
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The dilemma of the on-screen descriptions of organ music! 
 

When “normal” church services were not possible because of the 
pandemic, our minister Steve and I had a conversation about how 
music could be included in services to add interest to what might 
become the spoken word only.  At this time the congregation on 
arrival had to sit in 2-metre separated silent contemplation.  We both 
felt that brief on-screen descriptions of the music before and after 
could help people to feel more involved. 
 

Once we were allowed to sing again I stopped producing the 
descriptions.  After several expressions of disappointment I re-
started them, and they have continued, until now . . . . .  
 

But I have come to realise that giving descriptions of pre-service 
music makes things less flexible.  This can be unhelpful to the 
stewards and to myself.  Many unavoidable things can delay the start 
of my playing, or the start of the service - or both.   
 

 If I am not bound by my descriptions I can miss items out if time is 
short, or I can improvise a brief piece to fill in time.   So to provide the 
flexibility I need I will stop producing descriptions for the pre-service 
music.  It is different after the service, because I am not working to a 
precise end time.  So the description of the closing voluntary will be 
displayed as at present.   
 

I will of course be pleased to tell anyone interested what I have 
played before the service – just ask! 

Brian Henderson 
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News from 

Girls’ Brigade 
 

We are delighted to report from Girls’ Brigade that we are up back 
and running again!  When we started our new company in September 
2019, little did we know that after a couple of months we would have 
to stop.  
 

Throughout 2020 and into 2021 we continued to meet on Zoom and 
managed to keep connected with the girls.  In July this year we were 
able to have a couple of meetings face to face outside, carrying out 
activities such as litter picking and natural art.   
 

But finally, last month we were able to meet again inside at church 
and the good news is that nearly all the girls returned along with a 
number of new recruits.  In total we have 24 girls on our books and 
look forward to others joining in due course.   We have spent our 
evenings making sure everyone has got uniform that fits (we have 
grown over the past 18 months! – leaders included in some cases!); 
and we have been getting to know each other again by playing lots of 
games and having lots of chats.   
 

We celebrated Black History Month in October by making a 
collaborative poster of Harriet Tubman. You may have seen our huge 
poster as it was displayed in church!  Each girl coloured a page of the 
poster and then we put them all together to make a very impressive 
colour poster.  If you don’t know, Harriet Tubman was a slave in 19th 
century America who managed to escape from her slave owner and 
who returned to rescue many more slaves leading them to freedom. 
What a hero she was!   
 

We have many activities planned up to Christmas and look forward 
to a lot of fun together on Monday nights! 
 

Allie, Beckie, Claire, Lucy, Abbie (Leaders) 
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December 2021 
 

 5th 10.30 am 

   Morning Worship Revd Steve Levett 
  

 12th 10.30 am 

   Holy Communion Revd Anne Smith 
  

 19th 10.30 am 
   Morning Worship Mr Charles Ashworth 
   

  6.00 pm 

   Candlelight Carol Service Revd Steve Levett 

 
 

 24th 11.30 pm 

   Christmas Eve Communion Revd Steve Levett  
 

 25th 10.00 am 

   Christmas Day Worship

   Deacon Janet Thomas 

  
Please note there is no service  

at the Centre on 26th December – 

Boxing Day.  There will be a service led by the Revd Steve 

Levett available on YouTube. 

 

the Centre Worship at 

the Centre 
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January 2022  
 

 2nd  10.30 am  
      Covenant and Communion Revd Steve Levett 
 

 9th  9.00 am  
      Holy Communion  Revd Steve Levett  
 

    10.30 am  
       Morning Worship  Mrs Di Ross  
 

 16th  10.30 am  
    Morning Worship       Revd Siperire Mugadzaweta 
 

  6.00 pm   

      Evening Worship Revd Steve Levett 
 

 23rd  10.30 am    
     Morning Worship  Revd Steve Levett 
  

 30th  10.30 am    
      Morning Worship  Revd Anne Smith      
 

February 
 

 6th    9.00 am    
    Holy Communion  Revd Steve Levett 
 

    10.30 am    
      Morning Worship Mrs Sarah Leeson 
 

 13th  10.30 am    
      Holy Communion Revd Steve Levett  
 

 20th  10.30 am    
      Morning Worship  Mr John Webb  
 

   6.00 pm    
     Evening Worship  Revd Brian Mason    
 

 27th  10.30 am    
     Morning Worship       Mr Jim Smith  
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Morning Prayers 
with Gwynn and Jackie 
 

 
As an ordained Methodist Deacon, I’m used to saying daily prayers: it’s 
written in our ‘Rule of life’ and we have our own set morning prayer, so at 
the beginning of lockdown, that very first Sunday of closed church buildings, 
it felt important for me to share my morning prayers live on Facebook with 
anyone who like me felt the need and reassurance that the Lord is with us 
in ‘this’! 
 

Never did I dream on that first morning it would be the first of (at writing) 
604 consecutive live daily morning prayers. The digital/virtual worship on 
line has been so important especially over lockdowns and in our circuit we 
are blessed with having so much choice from Revs Steve Levett & Ruth 
Wilson and Mother Victoria Barlow to Jackie Hartrey & myself, also having 
Sunday YouTube services. 
 

In the beginning the biggest problem of broadcasting was equipment (lack 
of). My poor phone really struggled with recordings and would get very hot 
– on one occasion too hot and shut down, so I invested in a new phone 
partially designed with a good camera and the biggest storage I could get 
(problem solved). Then it was investing in a stand rather than precariously 
balancing on books (on more than one occasion the phone fell forward and 
was quickly put back up). As the weeks went on we were led to set up the 
guest bedroom as a recording studio and was able to leave everything in 
situ – so much easier! 
 

Recently a change of broadband provider was a threat to daily recording as 
we were left without Wi-Fi for 4 days.  Each morning we set off to my son’s 
home to livestream using his Wi-Fi! We recently attended a wedding in 
Cheshire and booked into the wedding hotel for a couple of nights.  The 
recording equipment came with us for morning prayers.  It was quite funny 
trying to select hymns we could sing quietly on the Sunday morning so as 
not to disturb other guests in the hotel who had been partying quite late 
into the prior evening!  
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Singing is something both myself and Jackie enjoy.  In the early days we had 
to sing unaccompanied which could be interesting as I have a tendency to 
start high and Jackie low, and on one occasion we began to sing only to 
discover we were singing different hymn tunes, lol!  We don’t have those 
problems now: 12 months ago we were given piano recordings of hymns! 
 

I have a library of liturgy I have put together for the morning prayers.  These 
come from our own Methodist worship book along with other 
denominations and Celtic communities and from worldwide ecumenical 
communities, also using our Methodist prayer handbook. 
 

A number of people have said Livestream morning prayers has been a 
blessing to them. I feel for me it has been an important link in some very 
difficult times. Some days early on having had a brief catch up (masks on) 
with my son (who works on intensive care at the QE hospital) on the front 
drive and not being able to hug his tired, emotionally drained body was so 
painful I couldn’t verbally pray that day and control my tears so Jackie 
would.  That seamless sharing is something that we have developed over 

the years.  
 

The Lord has been most definitely with us through the livestream sharing of 
good news and the sad. We have celebrated life and death, we have marked 
all the Christian festivals and remembrance and wedding anniversaries and 
birthdays. We know our morning prayers are followed locally; we also know 
it goes to other circuits in the Methodist Connexion and Switzerland, Jersey 
and France. The interesting part is, we will never know quite how far and 
wide the word of the Lord reaches through our 25 minutes of livestream 
each day. 

Deacon Gwynn Bamford 
 

KNIT and NATTER 
 

We meet every Tuesday from 10.00 am to 11.30 am 
in the Coffee Shop.  Bring your own knitting, crochet 
etc. or knit for charities.  We can provide wool and 
needles if you would like to learn to knit.   

Everyone is welcome to join us. 
Lizzie Dovey 
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HYMNS WE LOVE 
 

“On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry..”   StF 182 
 

1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh; 
 awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings from the King of kings! 
 

2. Then cleansed be every life from sin; make straight the way for God 
within,  

 and let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there. 
 

3. For you are our salvation, Lord, our refuge, and our great reward; 
 without your grace we waste away like flowers that wither and decay. 
 

5. To God the son all glory be whose advent sets his people free,  
  whom, with the Father, we adore and Holy Spirit, evermore.  
 

John Chandler was an Anglican clergyman known mostly for his work in 
translating early Latin hymns.  He was a son of a vicar and was vicar at 
Whitley in Surrey for many years. 
  

This hymn, sung early in Advent, reminds us of the essential nature of John 
the Baptist’s work as the fore-runner of Jesus.  He was the “town crier” of 
his day, calling people to repent.  One can almost imagine him saying “Oyez, 
Oyez, come on you sinners, repent and be baptised.”   
 

Seriously, John was a very important factor in preparing people to receive 
one – Jesus – who would baptise with “the Holy Spirit”, whereas he baptised 
with water.  He was quick to be self-effacing in saying “one comes after me 
who was before me, and whose sandals I am not worthy to untie”. 
 

Verse 1 calls people to “wake up and listen”; this is important so much so 
that his news is startling and life changing.  The author calls Jesus not just 
the coming king, but King of kings! 
 

The second stanza recalls that the period of Advent is meant for all people 
to prepare their hearts and minds to celebrate the birth of the One who 
would become Saviour, God’s anointed and only Son.  The call is – “let us all 
our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there.”   
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In the third couplet we read more definitions of Jesus – “you are our 
salvation, Lord, our refuge and our great reward” – all essential 
characteristics of the promised Messiah. 
 

The grace or unmerited favour and mercy of God is acknowledged in the 
fleeting nature of our lifespan; without Jesus’ grace, we are as transient as 
wild “flowers that wither and decay.” 
 

The last verse is a “Gloria” or blessing. It mentions the trinity of God the 
Son, who comes to set us free, the adored Father and the Holy Spirit.   One 
God, but three persons, for evermore. 
 

 A hymn which reminds us of the significance of John the Baptist, in the 
salvation story, but more importantly the mission and ministry and person 
of Jesus whose birth we will soon again celebrate.   
 

 Wishing everyone, a very happy Christmas!                            

Every blessing, John Webb 
 

WEDNESDAY MEETING POINT 
 

• We meet on the first and third Wednesdays of each month 
in Room 6 at 7.30 pm.   

• There is a charge of £2 per person to cover 
refreshments/expenses. 

• All are welcome to join in our activities including games, 
puzzles, lunches out etc.  

 

The programme for December to February is below: 
 

2021 December 1st Board Games 
  15th Christmas Nibbles & Games    
 

2022 January 5th  Bag Beetle 
  19th Lunch Out (TBC) 
 

 February  2nd  TBC 
  16th  TBC 

                                              Lizzie Dovey 
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            2nd Bromsgrove  
             Boys’ Brigade 

 
 
Well, this is a little different… I honestly can’t remember composing the last 
article for FORUM it’s been that long.  I suppose then that there’s a lot to 
say?  Well, I guess there is, sort of. 
 

As the pandemic has demonstrated to all of us that whilst life is fragile, we 
have the ability to overcome the many differing challenges presented to us. 
 

For us, we had the very steep learning curve of trying to deliver BB to our 
70ish members via zoom, the internet meeting-based program.  It was 
challenging to say the least.  After spending a day of home schooling, being 
talked to by parents who aren’t teachers, to then have to once again sit 
down in front of a computer to ‘do BB’ wasn’t the most appealing of 
activities.   
 

This said, we had nearly half the boys ‘meet’ with us, split into two groups 
meeting on a fortnightly rotation.  Activities were nothing like our normal 
weekly fun and games, but we were aware that what we were delivering 
was important for the boys, not only to see their mates but for their mental 
wellbeing too. 
 

Planning was an enormous task, not only for each meeting but also to 
undertake risk assessments to try to enable our return at Christmas.  We 
were within a week of returning to church when the rug was pulled by 
Government for stricter measures.  Gutted wasn’t even close.  We 
continued online meeting with the boys until we eventually got the green 
light for face-to-face meetings. 
 

Having good relations with our counterparts across the Worcestershire 
Battalion, we were able to link in with them to share ideas and meet our 
concerns with others to overcome them.  Sadly, we had several members 
leave us over the ‘closed period’, however due to our hard work and 
successful formula of activities, enthusiasm and prayers, since our return to 
meeting at church from September we have had a new face come along on 
average each week. 
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We, through one of our leaders, received a fabulous grant so that we were 
able to take our Anchors out for the day to Atwell Farm Park on a guided 
animal tour, with feeding included (the animals not the boys…) and to have 
a hugely subsidised full day of activities at AZTEC UPTON WARREN for 36 of 
our juniors and company age groups. 
 

Remembrance Parades were attended at both the Town and Catshill, again 
well represented with nearly 40 of our members present. 
 

As we look to the future, we have over 40 members going to the Christmas 
panto up the Lickey.  No, they really are… and many, many more things in 
the pipeline for the New Year. 
 

Hopefully the next article will be accompanied by photos too.  
Paul 

 

Please support Bromsgrove Methodist Church by raising free 
donations when you shop online through #easyfundraising. 
 

In the lead up to Christmas, it's the best time to support us and help 
ensure this year means more!  It's simple and only takes 2 minutes to 
join!  Plus, for a limited time only, once you've raised your first £15 – 
easyfundraising will match it!    
                                                                                                                                  
Sign up now:  
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bromsgrovemethodis
t/?invite=40YN3R&referral- 
campaign=c2s&utm_source=refsharebox 
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CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS ONE LINERS 

 

How did Mary and Joseph know Jesus’ weight when he was born? 
They had a weigh in a manger! 
How many letters are in the Christmas alphabet? 
Only 25, there’s no L! (Noel) 
What type of key do you need for a Nativity play?         
A don-key! 
 Why are Christmas trees so bad at knitting? 
They always drop their needles! 
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And finally 
 

I hope that you are pleased to see the return of the Forum 
magazine into our Church life. 
 

At this point I believe it is appropriate to express our 
grateful thanks to Pam Gale for her editorial leadership 
over almost 10 years.  It is also correct to acknowledge the 
unsung efforts of those people who, behind the scenes, 
prepare, print, bind, proofread and distribute the 
magazine. 
 

This is your magazine and requires input from as many of 
you as possible to make it an interesting read. If you wish 
to share your thoughts, experiences, photos or whatever 
else, please do not hesitate to contribute. On the other 
hand, if you would like the editorial team to consider 
including content on any particular subject, please let me 
know. 
 

In the meantime, Lesley & I, the editorial team and the 
other helpers wish you all a Blessed Christmas and when 
2022 arrives let us pray that it will be a healthy and 
peaceful year for all. 
 

Jim Buchanan                                                                                        
(e mail les.jim42@btinternet.com   ‘phone 01527 833531) 
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We charge £20 a year 
to advertise in Forum. 
If you are interested  

please contact  
Janet Henderson: 

01527 831832 
janethenderson119@gmail.com 
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CHURCH ACTIVITIES AT THE CENTRE  

 
MONDAY  

  6.00 pm Girls’ Brigade 

   

TUESDAY  

  10.00 am Toddler Group 

  10.00 am Knitting Group 

   

WEDNESDAY  

  6.00 pm  Boys’ Brigade Anchor Boys 

  7.15 pm Boys’ Brigade Juniors 

  7.30 pm Meeting Point (1st & 3rd) 

 
SATURDAY  

  10.30 am CAMEO (1st & 3rd) 

 

During the week other groups and organisations run activities at the 

Centre too.  See the noticeboards for information. 

 

 
   
 

 
COFFEE SHOP 

 

 10.00 am to 12.00 noon 

                  Monday to Thursday 
           

        Closed on Friday & Saturday 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 


